Happy New Year to all of you,

and may God bless you
and your families

for 2019.
School closure:
As you will know we are preparing for the Holy Mass on
Tuesday 5th February presided over by Pope Francis on
his visit to the UAE.
This is a very blessed event for us all and we hope that
you and your families will be able to participate in some
way.
School will be closed for the day on Tuesday for this
momentous occasion.
Notice of Inspection:

Reading bags:

We have had the notice that we will have our Well done to everyone who has now purchased a
Annual Inspection from KHDA from 11 February reading bag ! The children are borrowing books
from the library for home reading.
to the 14th February.
Please follow the link in the email sent to complete the parent survey. Your participation is
very important to us, so please find a few
minutes to do this.
If you have not seen the link, here it is once
again. NB. The notice said to ensure you click
the right school before completing the survey.
https://khda.gov.ae/Parents/Survey/Index

The Daily Readers are the books for your child to
read at their level ( FS2, Years 1 and 2) and the children can change them after having their reading
checked by the teacher.
Please remember to record when you read with
your child in their diary so we can see how they are
getting on with their reading at home.

Library books are also available to the children so
you can read bedtime stories etc in addition to this.

Reader’s Cup:
Congratulations for reaching the final round of the
Chevron Readers’ Cup Competition!
Ms Lynn has once again entered our students into the competition for the Reader’s Cup.
The students are given books to read and then attend a competition to show their
understanding and engagement with the books, and are judged against the other schools
that have entered, and guess what?

Both the primary and secondary teams made it through to the top 20 in their category!
We could not be more proud of them!!
Well done all of you, and thanks to Ms Lynn
for organizing this and giving the students the opportunity to
take part in such a prestigious event.
Character Day FS/ Parent Reading workshop.
We were very lucky to have an amazing turnout for our combined events in school last week.
Parents came in to read with students in EYFS, and to see the wonderous costumes they wore
for their book character day. (See the photographs attached.)
At the same time, parents were also invited into the library for a Reading Workshop led by Ms
Jannet and Ms Eloisa.
There were two sessions that were given, and they were wll attended, with the second one being very busy indeed. It was great to see the commitment to working with us for the benefit of
our children here at SMM.
We will be holding more workshops to help you with other subjects and give you an idea of how
we work in school with the children.
If you have any requests in this, please nmake sure you share those with us in school—the
email addresses are in the diary if you can not come in in person or catch us at the gate in the
morning.

Many thanks to the FS staff and the English team
for the great work in organizing these events.

Spotlight on learning outside the classroom:
At SMM we are fully committed to ensuring that students have opportunities to learn
in a way that gives meaning and context to their studies.
A good thing to help this is to organize learning events outside the classroom through
trips and visits to other places.
Here is how the Science department have been making sure this happens.
In March the children from years 7—9 have an SST trip to The Etihad Museum
(Jumeira St. Al Mina) and Heritage Museum (Sharjah) booked.

You can also do this at home by taking your children to different places
and talking about what you see there. Have fun!
ORGANIC OASIS VISIT (Years 3 and 4)
‘Every child is born a naturalist. His eyes are by nature open to the glory of the stars, the
beauty of the flowers and the mystery of life.’
The Organic Oasis visit took place in January 2019 for the years 3 and 4.
Owned by an Emirati family and managed by a diverse and dynamic team, the Organic Oasis Farm
is aesthetically designed to provide closer interactions with nature and understanding of how the
plants are grown.
This tour was intended for children to broaden their awareness about edible plants and farming.
Children got a chance to see actual vegetables growing in various stages and fruits of various vege-

tables sprouting from their buds. It enabled them to have a greater appreciation of how their food is
grown and its importance to one's nourishment. They also came back with an understanding of the
significance of organically grown food.

The students got food packets of nourishing organic food and an opportunity to
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